
STRIDE STEP
INDIANA FARM RECEIVES REBATE FROM LOCAL ELECTRIC CO-OP 

FOR GRAIN DRYER UPGRADE THAT IMPROVES EFFICIENCY

PROJECT
•	Installation of variable 

frequency drives (VFDs) in 
new grain dryer system that 
replaces four in-bin dryers 
storing corn for 1,100-acre 
family farm

LOCAL PARTNERS
•	Carroll White REMC

PARTNERSHIP HIGHLIGHTS
•	Installation of VFDs in new grain dryer system 

saves 17,709 kWh annually

•	Cooperative engineers supported farm with 
upgraded transformer to support grain dryer 
system 
 

FINANCIAL IMPACT
•	More than $3,500 Power 

Moves® rebate for energy 
efficiency improvements

•	Additional savings in 
annual energy costs

POWER MOVES® CASE STUDY: 

AGRIBUSINESS



 

For at least a week each fall, longtime 
farmer Jerry Sparks would end his day 
exhaustingly climbing into each of five 
grain bins to ensure that his corn was 
drying properly. A new grain dryer 
system upgrade in 2020 led to energy 
savings while he skipped out on steps 
– literally.

Sparks received a Power Moves® rebate 
of more than $3,500 from Carroll White 
REMC, his local electric cooperative. 
The rebate was for variable frequency 
drives (VFDs) installed on his farm’s new 
grain dryer system. VFDs control the 
amount of electricity going to a motor to 
only provide the power that is needed, 
which allows for more efficient energy 
use. Sparks, who is general manager of 
the 1,100-acre Southern Liberty Farms 
in Camden, Ind., bought and installed 
a new dryer that heats up the corn to 
dry it before moving it into connected 
storage containers. 

The new system replaced four of the 
five previous in-grain bins, which push 
air from the bottom of the bin through 
the top to remove moisture from the 
corn along the way. With the upgraded 
system, Sparks no longer needs to 
climb into and check the old grain bins – 
which posed injury risks while climbing 
into and out of the bin. 

“This was my wife’s dream to see this 

Energy-Smart Solutions from 
Your Local Electric Cooperative

Your local electric co-op provides energy 
planning and consultation, and facilitates 
Power Moves® rebates and additional 
incentives, at no charge to member-
consumers. Learn how Wabash Valley 
Power uses energy efficiency rebates 
and additional incentives to support 
businesses by visiting www.WVPA.com.

Power Moves® offers prescriptive and customized rebates for energy 
efficiency upgrades to existing facilities or new construction. For 
more information, contact your local electric cooperative or Laura 
Matney, Energy Efficiency Programs Manager at Wabash Valley 
Power, by email at lauram@wvpa.com or by phone at 317-481-2873.

“THEY WERE FANTASTIC TO WORK WITH. THE 
CREWS WERE VERY PROFESSIONAL AND VERY 

KNOWLEDGEABLE. ONCE THEY GOT HERE, THEY DIDN’T 
MESS AROUND.”

-- Jerry Sparks, General Manager
Southern Liberty Farms

happen. It was the 
best move I’ve ever 
made,” said Sparks, 
who started farming 
alongside his father 
on the farm that his 
dad started in the late 
1940s. “I was stunned 
after the first season. 
I would never dream 
that they would ever be 
that efficient.”
 
When Carroll White REMC employees 
learned that the equipment would 
potentially lead to new infrastructure 
being installed on Southern Liberty 
Farms property, they worked with 
Sparks to ensure that the VFDs 
minimized the farm’s cost. They also 
upgraded a transformer so that the farm 
had the electricity needed for the new 
system.

“They were fantastic to work with,” 
Sparks said of Carroll White REMC. 
“The crews were very professional and 
very knowledgeable. Once they got 
here, they didn’t mess around.”

Carroll White employees informed 
Sparks about the Power Moves 
rebates that would be available 
for the VFDs. They even worked 
with the contractor installing the 
equipment to ensure that it qualified 
for the rebate, as well as completing 

and submitting the application. 
 
“A lot of people know Jerry, and his 
family farm has been serving the 
community for a long time,” said Randy 
Price, president and CEO of Carroll 
White REMC. “We always enjoy working 
with farms and businesses on our lines 
to meet their energy needs.”

More than 90 percent of the corn grown 
by Southern Liberty Farms is sold to a 
local business that makes hog food. 
Sparks, who has been a Carroll White 
member since the 1970s, also grows 
soybeans and alfalfa. He even raises 
cows for beef along with his daughter, 
who he is teaching with the hope that 
she one day takes over the farm.

“It makes me feel good. I don’t know 
what else I’d do,” Sparks said of the 
family farm. “I love this land. I love this 
way of life.”


